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**xxx Excerpt from Note of the Secretary of State of the United States to the Secretary of Foreign Relations of the De Facto Government of Mexico,
Dated June 20, 1916 Sir: | have read your communication, which was delivered to me on May 22, 1916, under instructions of the Chief Executive of
the de facto Government of Mexico, on the subject of the presence of American troops in Mexican territory, and | would be wanting in candor if | did
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bloodshed and disorders have marked its progress. For three years the Mexican Republic has been torn with civil strife; the lives of Americans and
other aliens have been sacrificed; vast properties developed by American capital and enterprise have been destroyed or rendered nonproductive;
bandits have been permitted to roam at will through the territory contiguous to the United States and to seize, without punishment or without
effective attempt at punishment, the property of Americans, while the lives of citizens of the United States who ventured to remain in Mexican
territory or to return there to protect their interests have been taken, and in some cases barbarously taken, and the murderers have neither been
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