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B-271135 that further increases could create significant retention, substance abuse, and family problems. Unit personnel described a variety of
stresses on individuals and families, such as difficulties in financial management for many young servicemembers and missing the birth of children
and their birthdays as well as Christmas and other holidays. Many spoke of retention problems and high divorce rates in high-deploying units. On an
Air Force quality-of-life survey conducted in May 1995, more than one-third of Air Force officers and enlisted personnel who responded noted
deployment-related impacts on their personal lives and finances. A similar proportion reported career hardships such as difficulty in obtaining
professional military education. Army air defense unit officials concluded from a unit-conducted survey that soldiers and spouses were unhappy
with frequent deployments. Conducted at the end of a deployment to Southwest Asia, this survey indicated that about 27 percent of the married
personnel believed their marriages could be in serious jeopardy if the unit deployed again in the year following its return. About 40 percent of the
respondents indicated that they had decided to get out of the Army during the deployment. Members of one Air Force electronic warfare squadron
we visited were so stressed by deployments that one wrote to Members of Congress and the Chief of Staff of the Air Force asking for relief due to his
concerns about the safety of the squadron. Three of its seven aircraft had been deployed to Bosnia nearly continuously since July 1993. With nearly
half its aircraft still in Bosnia, the squadron was unexpectedly tasked...
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