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partakers of his holiness. Thus, we conclude that all the unpleasant experiences with which we meet in the upward way must be for the sake of
eliminating 171 something of self and of conforming us more to the divine image. We do not meet them simply because they are in the way, but they
are in the way because we need them. Hence the best way to meet all such things is to bring them quickly to Father, not inquiring impatiently, Why
must | suffer so but rather: What is there in my nature that makes this suffering necessary What is it that thou art endeavoring to do for me And how
may | conduct myself so as to receive the benefit TESTS IN EARLY CHRISTIAN LIFE Happy is the child of God who can say that from the day of his
conversion he has never sinned nor grieved the Spirit of God. Such, however, has not been the experience of the writer. For several years | was
plunged, sometimes within the space of a few hours, from extreme happiness and joy into deepest gloom and sadness. Weeks of walking in the joy
of the Lord often terminated in some sad failure, causing untold misery of soul. When faith again gained 172 the victory, praises in the day and
songs in the night were mine until some other episode or depression of feeling caused me anxiety and fear. In spite of Gods matchless grace and
patient endeavor to teach me the lessons of absolute dependence and humble trust in him, this condition continued until gradually and almost
imperceptibly my soul reached a place where | seemed past feeling,...
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