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Demand *****.It had been 16 years since | last read of Lily Bart and her life, and I didnt realize how much | had missed her upon re-reading. For me,
this is one of the great reading experiences, one of a handful that make reading a book the deeply moving and human exchange that it is. Despite
the distance of wealth, property, time and manners, Wharton manages to make Lilys world and life palpable to anyone who will listen. The clash of
money, morals, personality and circumstance is infinitely developed and played out in front of a never fading natural world. Once again, | was
deeply moved by Lily Bart and at the end, felt | had lost someone myself. Edith Whartons The House Of Mirth is a sad, but brilliant commentary on
the closed, repressive society of the rich, upper class, New York nobility, at the dawn of the 20th century. It is also the story of the downfall of one
woman, who attempts to live by her own rules, with no sponsor and no money of her own. Her parents are dead and she lives with relatives. Lily
Bart is one of societys most eligible women, at the height of her powers, when the novel opens. Though she has little money, she has family
connections, good breeding and the hope of coming into an inheritance. Beautiful and very charming, Lily has been brought up to be an ornament,
as were most women of her class at that time. She is a gilded bird with a noble heart, but clearly she is not aware of the restrictions of her cage. Part
of Lilys tragedy is that she...
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