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accepted fact. That the duodenum to the root of the mesentery sometimes is associated with the stomach in this enlargement, we cannot say
always, is likewise an accepted fact. Our conception, however, of the etiology and the manner in which it acts to produce the condition is very
vague, although the symptoms, diagnosis and treatment are comparatively well understood - at least, sufficiently well understood to enable us to
recognize the presence of the lesion and institute rational treatment. We know, reasoning from circumstantial relations, that injuries, operations,
anesthetics, wasting diseases, acute infections, and excessive over-loadings of the stomach are important factors in the production of the dilatation;
but the process from the beginning of the causal action to the completion of the morbidity is enshrouded in a veil of hypotheses and theories. Our
problems, therefore, in the study of the disease are etiological and pathological, and for their solution we must look to the data of cases observed,
confirming when necessary by experimentation. Inasmuch as the condition is rare - our literature would lead us to this conclusion - and its origin
obscure and varied, definite determinations are not logical in single cases or in small series; thus the report of one case is without merit except that
it contributes to the mass of cases...
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