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Oxford University Press. Hardcover. Condition: New. 544 pages. Dimensions: 9.3in. x 6.0in. x 1.4in.The
boreal forest is one of the worlds great ecosystems, stretching across North America and Eurasia in
an unbroken band and containing about 25 of the worlds closed canopy forests. The Kluane Boreal
Forest Ecosystem Project was a 10-year study by nine of Canadas leading ecologists to unravel the
impact of the snowshoe hare cycle on the plants and the other vertebrate species in the boreal
forest. In much of the boreal forest, the snowshoe hare acts as a keystone herbivore, fluctuating in
9-10 year cycles, and dragging along secondary cycles in predators such as lynx and great-horned
owls. By manipulating the ecosystem on a large scale from the bottom via fertilizer additions and
from the top by predator exclosures, they have traced the plant-herbivore relationships and the
predator-prey relationships in this ecosystem to try to answer the question of what drives small
mammal population cycles. This study is unique in being large scale and experimental on a
relatively simple ecosystem, with the overall goal of defining what determines community structure
in the boreal forest. Ecosystem Dynamics of the Boreal Forest: The Kluane Project summarizes these
findings,...
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