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0.1in.Seminar paper from the year 2011 in the subject Politics - International Politics - Topic:
European Union, grade: 1, 0, European University Viadrina Frankfurt (Oder), course: Language and
Identity, language: English, abstract: Worldwide, there are almost 6, 800 languages in 228 countries
and approximately 200 languages that have more than one million native speakers. There are even
less official nation states existing, according to various sources between 192 and 195. Obviously, not
every single country or nation state exclusively contains citizens speaking only one language and we
dont need to seek out long, but instead take a look to member states of the European Union (EU) as
there are countries like Belgium, Luxembourg and Ireland that are officially tri- andor bilingual. On
one hand, this suggests the existence of a considerately strong movement of native speakers among
the respective countrys citizens that are not willing to accept merely one mother language (as is the
case in Ireland, where both Irish and English are officially recognized idioms). On the other hand, it
might indicate the existence of a potential language conflict situation - and indeed there are...
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