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Verso Books, United Kingdom, 1999. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. The collapse of the Soviet Bloc presented
policy makers in Washington with a temptation reminiscent of Faust s, opening up vistas of hitherto unimaginable global power; but the cold breath
of Mephistopheles is already blowing across devastated communities from southeast Asia to the Balkan peninsula in the wake of America s bid for
world power. In this major analysis of the new era of American domination, Peter Gowan strips away the language of humanitarian ideals that have
cloaked US interventions from Baghdad to Belgrade to reveal far more cynical goals, with the real democratic hopes of the peoples of Europe, the
South and East systematically trampled down in the rush to impose NATO-based US political leadership across the globe. Gowan surveys the
transformation of NATO from Cold War security shield for Western Europe into a global vigilante force in pursuit of US interests, with European
footsoldiers under American command. He explains the projected expansion of the EU into a set of first and second class countries, incapable of any
political action independent of the United States; and he analyses the catastrophic social and economic effects of the neo-liberal Shock Therapy
imposed on Russia and Eastern Europe, with devastating results. Far from being an unstoppable natural force against which every nation state is
powerless, Gowan argues compellingly that the process of globalisation has been relentlessly driven forward by the enormous political power of the
US state and business interests in a highly conscious bid to extend their strategic dominance over the world economy. He shows how the
international finance system - the Dollar-Wall Street Regime - created out of the ashes of Breton Woods has been exploited as a political lever to
open up local economies to...
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