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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Large Print. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand ***** Excerpt: There is none of the Christian poets who has exercised so great an influence in the intellectual world as Dante Alighieri. His
Vision of Hell, Purgatory, and Paradise has been, ever since its appearance, a mine in which artists, poets, philosophers, theologians, historians, and
statesmen have found treasures. In Italy, immediately after his death, professors were appointed in the universities to explain his work, and numbers
of both lay and clerical savants, among them even princes, bishops, and archbishops, took delight in its study and exposition. With the spread of the
Italian language, on which Dante has stamped for ever the impress of his genius, and with the progress of Italian culture, all Europe became
acquainted with the Commedia, and learned to admire its beauty and its grandeur. It was translated into other tongues; learned foreigners
undertook to fathom its depths; and even the spirit of religious unity in the sixteenth century did not check its influence over the Roman-Germanic
nations. Protestant translators and expositors contended with the Catholic writers who made of the work of Dante a special study. The Germans
especially have not been backward in this respect, and to prove it we need only name Kannegieser, Strecksufs, Kofisch, Witte, Wegele, and
Philalethes (the present king of Saxony). When we wish to assign Dante his proper place in Christian art and poetry, by comparison with antiquity,
we are reminded at once of Homer and the veneration in which he was held by the Greeks. But how has the Florentine poet merited such high
consideration? Is it by the might of his genius and the peculiarity of his chosen theme? By the perfection and the poetic charm of...
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