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In 1897 Synge had his first attack of Hodgkin s disease and also had an enlarged gland removed from his neck.The following year he spent the
summer in the Aran Islands. He spent the next five summers in the Aran Islands, collecting stories and folklore, and perfecting his Irish, while
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Catholicism of the islanders it was possible to detect a substratum of the pagan beliefs of their ancestors. His experiences in the Aran Islands were to
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