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table of contents It is as though the living tradition and written records of Christianity had
disappeared from the world for fifteen hundred years, and there remained to us only a few
hundred monuments and the ruins of some three-score churches. What could we glean from these
of the doctrines of the faith? How, from such meagre remains, could we reconstruct the story of the
God, the saving doctrines, the rituals, the liturgies? - G.R.S. Mead, The Mysteries of Mithra In the
early Roman Empire, as Christianity struggled to gain a foothold and survive in the polytheistic pool
of Roman theology, its greatest rivals weren t the Caesars or the Roman aristocracy but rather the
faith and devotion of the common Roman legionary. The faith of these men was centered on the
god Mithras, who, they believed, led them to victory upon the field of battle and had done so for
nearly four centuries Despite this widespread belief among soldiers,...
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