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partisans of error are to be sought not only among the Church s open enemies; they lie hid, a thing to be deeply deplored and feared, in her very
bosom and heart, and are the more mischievous, the less conspicuously they appear. We allude, Venerable Brethren, to many who belong to the
Catholic laity, nay, and this is far more lamentable, to the ranks of the priesthood itself, who, feigning a love for the Church, lacking the firm
protection of philosophy and theology, nay more, thoroughly imbued with the poisonous doctrines taught by the enemies of the Church, and lost to
all sense of modesty, vaunt themselves as reformers of the Church; and, forming more boldly into line of attack, assail all that is most sacred in the
work of Christ, not sparing even the person of the Divine Redeemer, whom, with sacrilegious daring, they reduce to a simple, mere man. 3. Though
they express astonishment themselves, no one can justly be surprised that We number such men among the enemies of the Church, if, leaving out of
consideration the internal disposition of soul, of which God alone is the judge, he is acquainted with their tenets, their manner of speech, their
conduct. Nor indeed will he err in accounting them the most pernicious of all the adversaries of the Church. For as We have said, they put their
designs for her ruin into operation not from without but from within; hence, the danger is present almost in the very veins and heart of the Church,
whose...
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