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Every Cou For centuries there have been legends of prehistoric communication between America and the Eastern hemisphere, which research has
not been able to verify nor quite to overturn. It is not until near the close of the tenth century that we find a positive record of voyages to this
continent. An Icelandic sea-rover of that date, driven out of his course by storms, reached Greenland, which must then have enjoyed a far more
genial climate than it has now; and his report of the country led other Norsemen to visit it, and to plant settlements, whence expeditions coasted
along the shores of New England, giving the name of Vinland to the country about Narragansett Bay, and probably reaching even the Bay of New
York. These voyages, however, had no practical result; and aIer the destruction of the Greenland colonies, in the fourteenth, and fiIeenth centuries,
the very memory of the Norsemen s discoveries perished. When Christopher Columbus, therefore, formed his project of a western voyage of
discovery, the existence of unknown lands beyond the Atlantic was unsuspected. The latter part of the fiIeenth century was a period of
extraordinary enterprise and restlessness among the chief nations of Europe. Men were fascinated especially by maritime adventure, learning for
the first time something of the true shape of the earth, dispelling the fables that had covered the distant seas with impenetrable...
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