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**xxx Excerpt from Speech of S. A. Douglas, of Illinois: In the United States Senate, March 3, 1854; On Nebraska and Kansas Mr. Houston. It is now
half-past eleven o clock. | cannot see any particular necessity for going on to-night, and therefore we might as well adjourn. Several Senators. No,
no. Mr. Houston. Then | give notice that | shall take the floor after the senator from Illinois gets through. Mr. Sumner. Before the debate closes, | hope
to be heard on some points. Mr. Douglas. We shall hear the senator from Massachusetts, of course, upon whatever points he may desire to speak. |
would gladly have agreed to an arrangement by which it should have been understood that the vote would be taken at any fixed time; but we found
it impossible to come to an agreement to fix any day or any hour on which the vote should, by common consent, be taken. Consequently we have
thought it was better to insist upon proceeding to a vote tonight. | will not occupy the attention of the Senate longer than | can possibly help in doing
justice to myself. Mr. Houston. Objection has been made to my course, it seems, because | evinced a disinclination to consent to fix any particular
day for the closing of the debate. | did not see any necessity for doing so, and therefore | could not consent to it. | do not care how soon the debate
closes; | hope it will be concluded speedily; but | do not wish to have it done informally, nor in the hurried manner in which it has been pressed on
the Senate. I...
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