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***x* Excerpt from The Constitution and Its Makers: An Address Delivered Before the Literary and Historical Association of North Carolina Mr. Lodge
said: Before this society and on such an occasion to speak on any subject not connected with the history of our common country would hardly be
possible and would certainly not be fitting. | have, therefore, chosen a subject which touches the history of the United States at every point. | shall try
to set before you some of the results of a great work in which your State and mine alike took part a century and a quarter ago and which possesses
an interest and an importance as deep and as living to-day as at the moment of its inception. | shall touch upon some present questions, but I shall
speak without the remotest reference to politics or parties, for my subject transcends both. | shall speak as a student of our history with reverence
for the past and with a profound faith in the future. In a word, I shall speak simply as an American who loves his country now and forever, one and
inseparable. A little less than twenty-five years ago great crowds thronged the streets of Philadelphia. Men and women were there from all parts of
the United States; the city was resplendent with waving flags and brilliant with all the decorations which ingenuity could suggest, while the nights
were made bright by illuminations which shone on every building. Great processions passed along the streets, headed by troops from the thirteen
original States, marching in unusual order, with Delaware at the head, because that little State had been the first to accept...
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