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Ethical Theory, Vol. 1Still more, if, following up this experience, | have then gone with him through the series of his writings, and fallen in
chronologically with the turns and openings of his thought, | have insensibly gained the key to his final mysteries, and, having passed through the
intermediate dialects, can now construe the new language by the old. Nay, | confess to having accepted aid from a far more commonplace
commentary on the difficulties of an authors work, viz. the realisation of his personal characteristics, his human relations, his preponderant
sympathies, and the study especially of the transitions of his thought and the testing crises of his life. Intellectual pride and self-ignorance alone can
blind us to the fact that systems of philosophical opinion grow from the minds instinctive effort to unify by sufficient reason, and justify by
intelligible pleas, its own deepest affections and admirations. At all events, | attempt no more; and shall not hesitate, therefore, to touch upon one or
two of the personal experiences, to which these volumes owe their chief features. When | first woke up, before and during my College life, to the
interest of moral and metaphysical speculations, | carried into them, from previous training for the profession of civil engineer, a store of exclusively
scientific conceptions, rendered familiar in the elementary study of mathematics, mechanics, and chemistry. Small as it was, it was my all, and
necessarily dictated the only rules of judgment which | could apply. | had nothing to take with me into logical and ethical problems but the maxims
and postulates of physical knowledge; and as the instructions of the philosophical classroom, excellent of their...
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