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**xxx Excerpt from Bombardment of Wrangel, Alaska: Report of the Secretary of War, Secretary of the Interior, and Letter to the President
Department of the Interior, Board of Indian Commissioners, March 31, 1870. Sir: | am directed by the Board of Indian Commissioners to call your
attention to the recent bombardment of the Indian village at Wrangel, Alaska, by the United States troops located at that post. By referring to the
two official reports, herewith accompanying, from the Var and Interior Departments, called for by resolution of the United States Senate, March
14th, 1870, you will see that the village was made up of well constructed habitations, costing the inhabitants years of hard labor to build with their
primitive tools; ornamented with carving in Wood of most singular and elaborate workmanship; painted with curious imagery, and provided
outside and in with many of the conveniences of civilized life The testimony of Leon Smith, the post trader, who was killed, Wm. Wall and others,
shows that these, Indians were perfectly peaceable and well disposed towards the whites. honest, industrious, always anxious to get employment.
and susceptable of a high standard of cultivation. | visited their cabins and can endorse the above statements of the white residents of the village.
They entertained with great delight my proposition to establish an industrial school among them, arranged enthusiastically for its location, and
engaged to aid in the erection of the school building. This village, containing a population of five hundred and eight souls, of whom three hundred
and forty were women and children, was cannonaded with both solid shot and shell continuously from 2 o clock till dark of one afternoon, and...
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