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*****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1862 edition. Excerpt: . WILLIAM H. WOLLASTON, M.D., P.R.S., c. Portrait taken from
the Picture by J. Jackson, R.A,, in the possession of Mrs. Somerville. Born August 6, 1766. Died December 22, 1828. William Hyde Wollaston was born
at East Dereham, a village sixteen miles from Norwich. His father was an astronomer of some eminence, who in the year 1800 published an
extensive catalogue of the northern circumpolar stars. After a preparatory education, Wollaston entered at Caius College, Cambridge, where he
took the degree of M.B. in 1787, and that of M.D. in 1793; soon afterwards he became a Tancred Fellow. During his residence at Cambridge, he
devoted himself more to the study of astronomy than any other science. On leaving Cambridge in 1789, he settled at Bury St. Edmunds, and began
to practise as a physician, but met with so little success, that he soon removed to London. Shortly after his arrival, he became a candidate for the
office of Physician to St. George s Hospital, but was defeated by the election of his principal opponent, Dr. Pemberton. It is stated that this
circumstance had such an effect on Wollaston, that he declared, in a moment of pique, he would abandon the profession, and never more write a
prescription, were it for his own father. This statement is, however, contradicted in a biographical notice of him, contained in the reports of the
Astronomical Society, where it is affirmed that he continued to practise physic in London...
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