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**xxx Excerpt from The Manual of Phonography This work is a presentation of the system of phonetic shorthand, the elementary parts of which were
originally invented by Isaac Pitman, of Bath, England, in 1837; which was modified, improved, and named Phonography by him, in 1840; and which,
developed and perfected through the suggestions, experiments, and tests of a multitude of practical writers in England and America, reached,
substantially, its present form in the later fifties. The first edition of this Manual, written by Benn Pitman (brother of the inventor of phonography) in
1855, appeared in no fewer than live distinct issues before 1860, when the work was first revised. Numerous issues followed up to 1885, in which year
it was again revised in collaboration by Benn Pitman and Jerome B. Howard, by whom the present revised and improved edition is also prepared.
But slight additions have been made to the materiel of the system in the course of these several revisions; neither has the plan of presentation been
essentially changed, it being felt that any marked alteration of method would be accompanied by a diminution of that clearness and simplicity for
which the book has been so long conspicuous among shorthand text-books, and which have made it so eminently successful for both self and class
instruction. The chief advances in the present revision consist in a somewhat modified and improved order of presenting the several appendages, in
the earlier introduction of logograms, with suitable exercises, and in the addition of a new and copious set of dictation exercises. It is natural,
considering the astonishing spread of phonography of late years, that many variations upon the recognized system should...
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