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rather France, where the ancient skill in coining money was still lingering. The coins of the third race, commencing with Hugh Capet, remain--
inferior in the art of coinage, with few exceptions; and in the reign of Philip 1., contemporary with William the Conqueror, a species of money was
issued formed of a piece of leather, with a silver nail fixed in the centre. It is not till the reign of St. Louis, 1226, that the French coinage greatly
improves, and that the groat appears. This coin, of the value of four pennies, appeared first in Italy, where it was known as the grosso, or large coin;
and in France it became the gros; in Germany the groote; in England the groat; where, however, it did not appear permanently till the reign of
Edward Ill., nearly a century later than its first appearance in France. Gold did not reappear in France till a considerable period had elapsed after
the issue of the Italian florin, as the gold florins, given by Le Blanc to Philip Augustus and Louis VIII. belong evidently to Philip the Bold, or Philip the
Fair, and Louis X. Under Philip of Valois--from 1328 to 1350--no less than ten kinds of gold coins are enumerated by French numismatists, among
which are la chaise, being such as exhibit the sovereign seated in a chair of state, or throne; the lion, having a figure of...
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