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Forgotten Books, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from
General James Shields: Soldier, Orator, Statesman Charles Shields died when his son James was, only six years old, but the mother, with her
Scottish industry and thrift, raised her three boys well, giving them the best of existing educational facilities. James received some special attention,
having early developed a taste for books which remained with him during his long and active career, and which was of great value in fit ting him
for the high positions that he occupied. Soon after his father s death, his uncle and namesake came from America, where he had lived for many
years. The elder James had fought in the War for Independence, and in the War of 1812, on the American side, having been wounded in the Battle of
New Orleans. He remained in Ireland for a few years, during which time he acted as schoolmaster to young James and laid the foundation for his
military bent. This uncle had been pro fessor of Latin and Greek in Charleston, S. C. The boy made rapid progress, and the uncle promised that when
he grew older he would bring him to America and make him his heir. At that period also Ireland was full of old soldiers who had served in the British
army in long campaigns against Bona parte. From one of these young Shields learned fencing or sword exercise and became expert in that line. His
early les sons in the military drill were from the same source, and the rudiments of a military education were acquired from books presented to him
by one of these veterans. Supplementing the education received from his uncle, was a classical training from a relative...
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