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***+* |t was also observed that, as wisdom increased, the mental forces were conserved, not driven to excess, exercised but not exhausted, which
increased the limit of force. Accordingly one possessing wisdom and a slight degree of force could, by properly directing that force, accomplish
more than one that had greater force and a less degree of wisdom. It was seen that well-laid plans and determined efforts often brought small
returns, while the great successes were the outgrowth of small beginnings. That there must be reasons for all this is self-evident. Tracing backward
from effect to cause, it was easily determined that physical prowess need not be considered, since some of the greatest leaders have been slight,
weak men. Then the educational line was carefully investigated, and but a few of the greatest were college bred, and some were illiterate. It was
evident that the secret lay not in education. It was also noticed that some people had the ability to absorb knowledge as easily as a sponge absorbs
water, yet were unable to derive any benefit from their learning, while their classmates who were unable or unwilling to learn often startled the
world by some great achievement. Negative natures make the best students, but positive natures produce the most action. Further research proved
that the most obedient is boy in school often became a clerk for the worst rascal; That the educated, independent thinker was the best of all; That
the man who was the most anxious to obtain money had the least; that he whose sole ambition was to own a cottage got no more; That the man
who hated the most was loved the least; and...
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