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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Introductory
Essay on the Manichaean Heresy It is true that such questions pressed themselves with special importunity upon the thinkers of the age mentioned,
but we should be far astray if we should think for a moment that now for the first time they suggested themselves and demanded solution. The fact
is that the earliest literary records of the human race bear evidence of high thinking on the fundamental problems of God, man, and the world, and
the relations of these to each other. Recent scholars have brought to light facts of the utmost interest with reference to the pre Babylonian
(accadian) religion. A rude nature-worship, with a pantheistic basis, but as suming a polytheistic form, seems to have prevailed in Mesopotamia
from a very early period. Spirit everywhere dispersed produced all the phenomena of nature, and directed and animated all created beings. They
caused evil and good, guided the movements of the celestial bodies, brought back the seasons in their order, made the wind to blow and the rain to
fall, and produced by their in?uence atmospheric phenomena both beneficial and destructive; they also rendered tthe earth fertile, and caused
plants to germinate and to bear fruit, presided over the births and preserved the lives of living beings, and yet at the same time sent death and
disease. There were spirits of this kind everywhere, in the starry heavens, in the earth, and in the intermediate region of the atmosphere; each
element was full of them, earth, air, fire and water; and nothing could exist without them As evil is everywhere present in nature side by side with
good, plagues with favorable in?uences, death with life, destruction with fruitfulness: an...
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