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Forgotten Books, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from
Garden and Forest, Vol. 1: A Journal of Horticulture, Landscape Art and Forestry; February to December, 1888 Asa Gray did not devote himself to
abstract science alone; he wrote as successfully for the student as for the professional naturalist. His long list of educational works have no equals in
accuracy and in beauty and compactness of expression. They have had a remarkable in uence upon the study of botany in this country during the
half century which has elapsed since the first of the series appeared. Botany, moreover, did not satisfy that wonderful intellect, which hard work
only stimulated but did not weary, and one of Asa Gray s chief claims to distinction is the promi nent and commanding position he took in the great
intel lectual and scientific struggle of modern times, in which, almost alone and single handed he bore in America the brunt of the disbelief in the
Darwinian theory shared by most of the leading naturalists of the time. But the crowning labor of Asa Gray s life was the preparation of a
descriptive work upon the plants of North America. This great undertaking occupied his attention and much of his time during the last forty years of
his life. Less fortunate than his greatest botanical contemporary, George Bentham, who turned from the last page of corrected proof of his work
upon the genera of plants to the bed from which he was never to rise again, Asa Gray s great work is leJ unfinished. The two volumes of the
Synoptical Flora of North America will keep his memory green, however, as long as the human race is interested in the study of plants. But his...
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