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Forgotten Books, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Confessor,
Vol. 1 of 3: An Historical Novel On the close of a beautiful autumnal day, in the year 1640, the sun was setting on the Scottish borders with more than
his usual brilliancy, and shedding on wood, bank, and river, the harmony of Nature s hues, and the tranquillity of Nature s voiceless imagery. But
throughout the two countries which this peaceful scene divided, the trumpet call of faction had already sounded; and the sword was unsheathed,
which was not suffered to rest, till the hands that wielded it had consummated the sorrow and shame of the land that could arm her sons against
each other, by turning its point, even unto the death, against her anointed monarch. King Charles, with his attendants, at this time lay at York,
engaged in that ill-omened attempt at accommodation with the insurgent Scots, which terminated so fruitlessly. It served but to exasperate the
intemperate zeal of the Covenanters, amongst whom were doubtless many who were sincere in the expression of their fears, as regarded the
attempt of Charles to impose upon them a liturgy: while the greater number, guided only by ambition and love of independence, together with that
hatred of superior power, so fitly placed in the mouth of him who deemed it better to reign in hell than servo in heaven - took advantage of pious
scruples, founded on ignorance and fanaticism, to identify the cause of religion with that of the covenant: to render their zeal for God himself the
pretext for rebellion against their sovereign. At the commencement of these troubles, several of the Scottish nobles, firmly attached to the king and
his government, had been induced to...
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