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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****, In 1979, the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan to settle a quarrel among competing factions within the recently installed communist
government, and to suppress the anti-communist resistance that the Afghan government s ideology and conduct had inspired among the
population. This dissertation examines the Soviet decision-making surrounding what proved to be a decade-long military effort. It focuses on the
way political decision-making at the highest levels of the Soviet state shaped the war s origins, conduct and outcome, with particular attention on
the politics and inner workings of the Politburo, the most senior collective decision-making body in the government. Like most wars, the outcome of
the Soviet-Afghan War appears over determined in retrospect. There is no claim here that the Soviet defeat can be attributed to their having missed
some readily apparent path to victory, nor a claim that the Afghan war would have been won but for mistakes made in Moscow. Yet it remains true
that the senior leadership of the Soviet Union quickly became aware that their strategy was unraveling, that their operational and tactical methods
were not working, and that the sacrifices they were demanding from the Soviet people and military were unlikely to produce the results they hoped
for. They persisted nonetheless. This book explains why and how that happened, as viewed from the center of the Soviet state. From that
perspective, three sources of failure stand out: poor civil-military relations; repeated and often rapid turnover at the very summit of Soviet
leadership; and the perception among Politburo members that Soviet global prestige and influence were inexorably tied to the success of the
Afghan mission, which caused them to persist in their pursuit of a policy...
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