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BOOK THUG, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Poetry. It was a long silence that brought me to the erasure
poem. Not mine, but my brother s, during his many months in a coma. I came across a notebook of his--a pocket- sized, handwritten field guide of
prairie grasses. I read it for companionship, signs of consciousness, attention. I read it for the rhythms of his still and distant hand.I was reading a
taxonomy of grief: silique driAed into soliloquy. Between 2008 and 2014, while her brother was in a lengthy coma, award-winning poet Jennifer Still
engaged in a private collaboration with the art and wonder that was his handwritten field guide of prairie grasses. The result: the stunning works of
poetry and imagery encapsulated in COMMA. Still was moved by an overarching impulse of grief to create these poems. In the brittle lexicon of
botany, and in the hum of the machines keeping her brother alive, she developed a hands-on method of composition that plays with the possibilities
of what can be read on a page. COMMA enacts a state of transformation and flux, all in an eDort to portray the embodiment of grief and
regeneration that can be achieved in the physical breakdown and reassembly of lyric poetic forms. COMMA is a living, breathing, field guide to the
unconscious--Still s poems flicker and leap from the page. This collection is an immersive, tactile wonder, a compassionate, steadfast companion: a
truly remarkable exploration by a truly remarkable artist. --Christine Fellows COMMA oDers an unaccountably delicate experience. Yet these deA
images and words are like slivers piercing situations and sensibility with guileless insight. The grace with which Jennifer Still s poems express
experience is magical. Read the poetry as you might search for a special midnight...
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