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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****The Wharton twins, Lady Elizabeth and Sir Ariel, expect the best of everything as they look forward to their 18th birthdays in the
London society of 1804. Why wouldn t they? They are rich, fine-looking and aristocratic. Despite the fact that their father has been away for years
the King s business, their charmed lives go on uninterrupted. They are protected much like delicate figurines within a fragile crystal case. But
crystal, once shattered, cannot be mended. Soon, the life the twins have known will be smashed to jagged shards. They had looked forward to
elegant balls, lavish presents, and new romances, just as their friends did. What they get instead is a growing awareness that they cannot trust
anyone. They learn that only a thin veneer of etiquette and their father s wealth and power protect them from ancient hatreds and evil schemes.
And once those truths are exposed, they must decide how they will live and whom they will love. The signs had been there but Elizabeth and Ariel
had chosen not to see them. For one thing, Maman now spends her days alone in her library, sending and receiving correspondence. And she has
given their older brother, the Viscount Embry, control of their household and their fortunes. Elizabeth and Ariel admit Embry is handsome and
brilliant, a skilled whip and breeder of good racing stock. But in every other way, they complain, he is a crushing bore, spending hours in his
workshop designing strange little devices, choosing not to go into society, content with surrounding himself with the skilled craftsmen he employs.
When he does emerge, he announces new rules to govern their lives. No birthday ball...
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