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***** Under the current Bush Administration, U.S.-China-Taiwan relations have undergone important changes. Many observers see current
approach as having abandoned the longstanding U.S. policy of strategic ambiguity on Taiwan in favor of strategic clarity that places more
emphasis on Taiwan s interests and less on PRC concerns. Among other things, President Bush has publicly stated that the United States will do
whatever it takes to help Taiwan s defense -- an unprecedented statement which no prior U.S. President has made. In April 2002, the President also
approved a substantial sale of U.S. weapons to Taiwan, including Kidd-class destroyers, antisubmarine P-3 Orion aircraft, and diesel submarines.
The White House also has been more accommodating to visits from Taiwan officials than previous U.S. Administrations, and permitted visits from
Taiwan s president in 2001 and by Taiwan s Vice-President and Defense Minister in 2002. The Administration s assertive posture toward Taiwan also
is in keeping with growing congressional sentiment that the United States needs to do more to assist in Taiwan s defense needs, particularly given
the PRC s military build-up along the south China coast. Consequently, the 107th Congress pushed forward with bipartisan initiatives seeking to focus
more U.S. attention on Taiwan and raise its international stature. On April 9, .
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