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a table of contents The details of this terrible calamity, the heaviest that had befallen the Romans on foreign soil since the disaster of Crassus in
Parthia, | shall endeavor to set forth, as others have done, in my larger work. Here | can merely lament the disaster as a whole. An army unrivaled in
bravery, the first of the Roman troops in discipline, vigor and military experience, was thus brought through supine leadership, the perfidy of the
foe, and a cruel Fortune into an utterly desperate situation. The troops did not even have the opportunity of fighting, as they wished . . . and
hemmed in by woods, lakes and the bands of ambushed enemies, were entirely cut off by those foes, whom they had used to slaughter like
cattleThe savage enemy mangled the half-burned body of Varus. His head was cut off and sent to Marobodus [a barbarian king] and by him sent to
the Emperor; and so at length received honorable burial in the sepulcher of his family. - Paterculus, ancient Roman historian Every great nation or
empire has had at least one horrific military loss or disaster in their history, and the Roman Empire, perhaps the greatest empire that ever existed in
the Western world, was no exception to this rule. While Rome certainly suffered defeats and outright massacres over the course of its long and
storied history, none of them were as disturbing for the Empire as the battle of the Teutoburg Forest in 9 CE. This battle, which took place in
Germany, is also...
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