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***xx Excerpt from Oration Delivered at the Commemoration of the Landing of the Pilgrims of Maryland: Celebrated May 16, 1842, at Mt; St. Mary s,
MD Our celebration therefore is identified with a great principle - a principle of wisdom and of benevolence: It is the festival of religious liberty. We
hail with delight every auspicious omen of a better era, - when persecution for conscience sake will cease. And what else is betokened by the
movement, in which we now participate? What spirit has brought you here to-day? What spirit impelled the numerous throng, who so lately
repaired as pilgrims to the place, where once stood the ancient city of St. Mary s, to do homage to the memory of the most enlightened and
benevolent colonists, that ever landed on the virgin shores of America and to venerate the very ground, on which they imprinted the first traces of
civilization? What sign of the times do you read in the august spectacle of the primate of the Catholic Church in the United States, offering up the
divine sacrifice and rearing the symbol of redemption on the spot, on which that same sacrifice was offered, and that same symbol reared two
hundred and eight years ago, by the men, who first in this new world broke the chains of conscience and substituted for them the golden ties of
universal charity? What augury is that of the gifted orator proclaiming in tones, which find a thousand echoes in as many hearts, the triumph of
religious liberty on the very place of its birth and over the cradle of its infancy. The triumph of religious liberty - for this great...
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