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History. Excerpt: . . . Crossbow and Gulf War. . . 7 attempted to delay the introduction of V-weapons and then to suppress their use. Ironically,
formally coordinated countermeasure plans were not developed and approved until aEer August 1944, when the threat had diminished. The Allies
established a combined planning cell to determine the best strategy for reducing missile capabilities. This organization, dominated by British
oFicers, directed Anglo-American operations against all elements of German long-range missile programs, including research facilities,
manufacturing plants, storage sites, launch sites, and airborne intercept operations until July 1944. Throughout Crossbow, the British approach
focused on the physical destruction of the launch sites, while the American approach was to destroy the broader V-weapons support infrastructure,
focusing on production capabilities, logistical support facilities, and the electric grids supporting the launch sites. These disagreements were never
fully resolved; in fact, there was no single target set whose destruction could have halted German missile operations. Crossbows success in delaying
the introduction of V-weapons came from the cumulative eFects of repeated operations against all elements of the system. Crossbow oFensive
operations can be divided into two phases: Crossbow I, April 1943 to early June 1944; and Crossbow II, mid-June 1944 to May 1945. The first phase
consisted of the initial identification of the V-weapons target set, primarily by aerial reconnaissance, and attacks against German-based research
facilities plus the operational launch and support facilities being built in France. The second phase was more active, and arguably more critical,
because it attempted to stop missile operations once strikes . . . This item...
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