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The Mental Condition Necessary to a Due Inquiry Into Religious Evidence, Stated and Exemplified: In Eight Sermons Preached Before the University
of Oxford, in the Year MDCCCXXIII Introduction. Religious evidence is here contemplated through the medium of the reception It experiences. This
ground less occupied - important - seasonable. Moral order of the mind implies ascendancy of intellect and conscience. Grosser instances of this
order of the mind being broken in upon, and the functions of the intellect in regard to the method and the conduct of religious proof interfered with,
by the inferior qualities of the mind under the forms of infidelity, of superstition, of fanaticism. Lesser degrees of it will be here considered. This
interference is direct - indirect. Probable proof presents an especial moral trial; and out of the nature of it arise temptations to an ill-governed mind
to such interference. Direct interference from within the mind with the method of proof, from sentiment and volition, from fancy and aFection;
indirect, as veiled under pretences to spiritual means of assurance, or under endeavours aGer demonstration, in regard to the fundamental verities
of natural theology and ethics. The indirect interference of the inferior qualities of the mind with the intellect in the conduct of religious proof, is
discernible in the partial views taken of the subject-matter of the evidences, in the rejection or depreciation of branches or particulars of proof, or in
as undue an exaltation of them. And natural and moral truths, in their relations to revealed, aFord an extensive field for such partialities and
excesses. Survey of them; notice of an incidental relation between physics, singly taken, and the text of Scripture where the same...
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