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***x* Several federal agencies, including the Small Business Administration (SBA), provide training and other assistance to veterans seeking civilian
employment. For example, the Department of Defense, in cooperation with the Department of Labor, Department of Veterans Affairs, and several
other federal agencies, including the SBA, operates the Transition Goals Plans Success program (Transition GPS), which provides employment
information and entrepreneurship training to exiting military servicemembers to assist them in transitioning from the military to the civilian labor
force. In recent years, the SBA has focused increased attention on meeting the needs of veteran small business owners and veterans interested in
starting a small business. In FY2013, the SBA provided management and technical assistance services to more than 100,000 veterans through its
various management and technical assistance training partners (e.g., Small Business Development Centers, Women s Business Centers [WBCs],
Service Corps of Retired Executives [SCORE], and Veterans Business Outreach Centers [VBOCs]). In addition, the SBA s Office of Veterans Business
Development (OVBD) administers several programs to assist veteran-owned small businesses. Congressional interest in the SBA s veteran assistance
programs has increased in recent years primarily due to reports by veteran organizations that veterans were experiencing difficulty accessing the
SBA s programs. Congress also has a continuing interest in assisting veterans, especially those returning from overseas in recent years, in their
transition from military into civilian life. Although the unemployment rate (as of September 2014) among veterans (4.7 ) was lower than for
nonveterans aged 18 years and older (5.7 ), the unemployment rate of veterans who have left the military since September 2001 (6.2 ) was higher
than the unemployment rate for nonveterans. The expansion of federal employment training programs...
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