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former evening, her full mellow light upon the white walls of the villas and the broad glittering expanse of the sea. Duroy, drawing in the air to the
full depth of his lungs, felt himself suddenly seized with hope, and, as it were buoyed up by the approach of happiness. He turned round, saying:
Come and get a little fresh air. It is delightful. She came quietly, and leant on the window-sill beside him. Then he murmured in a low tone: Listen to
me, and try to understand what | want to tell you. Above all, do not be indignant at my speaking to you of such a matter at such a moment, for |
shall leave you the day after to-morrow, and when you return to Paris it may be too late. | am only a poor devil without fortune, and with a position
yet to make, as you know. But | have a firm will, some brains | believe, and | am well on the right track. With a man who has made his position, one
knows what one gets; with one who is starting, one never knows where he may finish. So much the worse, or so much the better. In short, | told you
one day at your house that my brightest dream would have been to have married a woman like you. | repeat this wish to you now. Do not answer,
let me continue. Itis not a proposal | am making to you. The time and place...
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