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Schocken Books, United States, 2006. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. When Aharon Appelfeld was seven years old
the Nazis occupied Czernowitz, his hometown. They penned the Jews into a ghetto and eventually sent whoever had not been shot or starved to
death on a forced march across the Ukraine to a labor camp. As men, women, and children fall away around them, Aharon and his father
miraculously survive, and Aharon, even more miraculously, escapes from the camp shortly after he arrives there. The next few years of Aharon s life
are both harrowing and heartrending: he hides, alone, in the Ukrainian forests from peasants who are only too happy to turn Jewish children over
to the Nazis; he has the presence of mind to pass himself off as an orphaned gentile when he emerges from the forest to seek work; and, at war s
end, he joins the stream of refugees as they cross Europe on their way to displaced persons camps that have been set up for the survivors. Aharon
eventually makes his way to Palestine; once there, he attempts to build a new life while struggling to retain the barely remembered fragments of his
old life, and he takes his first, tentative steps as a writer. As he begins to receive national attention, Aharon realizes his life s calling: to bear witness
to the unfathomable. In this unforgettable work of memory, Aharon Appelfeld offers personal glimpses into the experiences that resonate
throughout his fiction.
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