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*****.Mysticism has a perennial charm. One does not have to go back to early Greek and Christian or medieval thought for authentic instances of it;
in our own time are those who have taken the mystic way. This path leads to the paradox: reason dispenses with reason; philosophy renders
philosophy useless. The great thinkers, Plato, Plotinus, Augustine, St. Thomas, Spinoza, Bergson, with keen dialectic and profound argument seek
the absolute good, and once this is attained, argument and dialectic are leE behind and pure and perfect satisfaction becomes the possession of the
soul. In more recent times a new door to the secret of life has been set ajar. It was indeed long ago unlocked by the followers of Dionysus when
intoxication by wine disclosed to its celebrants the heights and depths of experience hitherto undreamed of. In the last century, however, with the
discovery of anesthetics the veil over the unseen reality has been again liEed. Mr. Blood says: It was in the year 1860 that there came to me, through
the necessary use of anesthetics, a revelation or insight of the immemorial mystery which among enlightened peoples still persists as the
philosophical secret or problem of the world. It is an illumination of the cosmic center, in which that field of thought where haunt the topics of fate,
origin, reason, and divinity glows for the moment in an inevitable but hardly communicable appreciation of the genius of being. It is the initiation of
man into the immemorial mystery of the open secret of being, revealed as the inevitable vortex of continuity. Fourteen years aEerward he published
The Anesthetic Revelation and the Gist of Philosophy wherein he...
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