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about Masada Since we long ago resolved never to be servants to the Romans, nor to any other than to God Himself, Who alone is the true and just
Lord of mankind, the time is now come that obliges us to make that resolution true in practice . We were the very first that revolted, and we are the
last to fight against them; and | cannot but esteem it as a favor that God has granted us, that it is still in our power to die bravely, and in a state of
freedom. - Elazar ben Yair Many Westerners have never even heard of the Siege of Masada, and those who have may simply know it as an obscure
reference to a minor battle fought in a remote location of the Roman world. By contrast, virtually all Israeli school children know the story of
Masada as a premier example of nationalistic pride. According to historian Klara Palotai, Masada became a symbol for a heroic last stand for the
State of Israel and played a major role for Israel in forging national identity Indeed, the heroic story of a small band of fighters facing incalculable
odds has many elements that are reminiscent of both the Battle of Thermopylae and the Battle of the Alamo. The refrain Masada shall not fall
again, coined in a poem on the subject by Yitzak Lamdan, became a cry of resolve in battle for Israeli soldiers in the 20th century, just as the cry of
Remember the Alamo had galvanized Americans. For...
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