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the life-blood of that system, even the Holy Spirit, no longer animates him. No one wonders that a hand separated from the body by fracture or
dislocation, should be incapable of doing any service to the body. All the efforts of a hand in these circumstances are useless: the only reasonable
hope lies in using means for curing the dislocation or fracture: even so the only hope of man lies in re-union with God, by being grafted on the true
vine, through the spirit of dependence. The true state of the creature, is a state of dependence upon the creator; and when he has left his true state,
he can be brought back to it only by a way of dependence. All the messages of God to man have related to this way of return, and have been filled
with the most urgent calls to come back by it, and the most solemn warnings against refusing the voice of him who speaketh from heaven. The
gospel tells him of the love of God to sinners, and thus the knowledge of the grace of God through Jesus Christ, converts his dependence of necessity
into dependence of love, and grafts him in the true vine. tt WHEN | AM WEAK, THEN AM | STRONQ. 2 Cor. xii. 10. The fundamental principle of the
gospel is dependence. Man s sin, is a spirit of independence: that which...
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