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The Falls of Niagara and Their Retrograde Movement February, Thus Bakewell, a naturalist otherwise reliable, estimates the retrograile moveuieut
at tliree feet in a year. lyell, who visited the United States some twenty years later, could not avoid discussinof so popular a question. He has
accordingly replied in detail and acknowledged that the movement declared by Mr. Bakewell was too great; in place of three feet a year, he fixes it
at one; or as the falls are at present distant seven miles(3.3, 000 feet) from the cliffs at Lewistown, it follows by his calculation that 35, 000 years have
passed since the river commenced to notch the cliffs there. But in truth this result does not rest on any more certain basis than that of Bakewell, it
only differs from the latter in being more moderate. It is true the author does not urge the opinion as reliable, but those who have copied it often
neglect to add this explanation, and so this term of 35, 000 years, which is at best but an approximation, has passed erroneously into the manuals of
(Jeology and Physics for what it is not a deduction from scientific inquries and facts. We have been furnished with the first certain data for an exact
determination of the periodical retrogradation of the Niagara Falls from an abstract on the Geology of the State of New York. A commission
composed of engineers made, under the direction of Mr Jauies Hall the celebrated Paleontologist of Albany, a trigonometrical survey of the Falls
and its environs. The chart constructed from their materials represents the outline of both Falls on a scale sufficiently large to render it easy...
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