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We are admonished by the divinity that stirs within us, as well as by all history and experience in human affairs, that there are principles which can
never be subverted, truths which never die. The religion of a Saviour, who, at his nativity, was cradled on the straw pallet of destitution, who in
declaring and enforcing his divine mission was sustained by obscure fishermen, who was spit upon by the rabble, persecuted by power, and
betrayed by treachery to envy, has by its inherent forces subdued, civilized, and conquered a world; not by the tramp of hostile armies, the roar of
artillery, or the stirring airs of martial music, but by the swell of the same heavenly harmonies which aroused the drowsy shepherds at the rock-
founded city of Bethlehem, proclaiming in their dulcet warblings, peace on earth and good will toward men; not by flashes of contending steel,
amidst the bad passions of the battle-field, the shrieks of the dying, and the flames of subjugated cities, but by the glowing light which shot athwart
the firmament, and illumined the whole heavens at his advent. Thus was ushered in that memorable epoch in the world s eventful history, the
Christian era - an era which closed one volume in the record of man s existence, and opened another - which drew aside the dark curtain of death
and degradation, exhibiting to life s worn and weary pilgrim along the wastes of ignorance and barbarism, new domains of hope and happiness for
exploration and improvement, new...
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