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WTO s Director General announced the indefinite suspension of further negotiations in the Doha Development Agenda or Doha Round of
multilateral trade negotiations. The principal cause of the suspension was that a core group of WTO member countries - the United States, the
European Union (EU), Brazil, India, Australia, and Japan - known as the G-6 had reached an impasse over specific methods to achieve the broad
aims of the round for agricultural trade: substantial reductions in trade-distorting domestic subsidies, elimination of export subsidies, and
substantially increased market access for agricultural products. The WTO is unique among the various fora of international trade negotiations in
that it brings together its entire 149-country membership to negotiate a common set of rules to govern international trade in agricultural products,
industrial goods, and services. Agreement across such a large assemblage of participating nations and range of issues contributes significantly to
consistency and harmonization of trade rules across countries. Regarding agriculture, because policy reform is addressed across three broadly
inclusive fronts - export competition, domestic support, and market access - WTO negotiations provide a framework for give and take to help foster
mutual agreement. As a result, the Doha Round represents an unusual opportunity for addressing most policy-induced distortions in international
agricultural markets. Doha Round negotiators were operating under a deadline effectively imposed by the expiration of U.S. Trade Promotion
Authority (TPA), which permits the President to negotiate trade deals and present them to Congress for expedited consideration. To meet
congressional notification requirements under TPA, an agreement would have to have been completed by the end of 2006. That now appears
unlikely. TPA expires on June 30, 2007, and most trade experts...
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