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***¥*x* What makes horror literature so pervasive is that its need to evoke the necessary atmosphere and sense of emotional dread is utterly
dependent on who we are as readers -- as people. As children, we might be afraid of the shadows looming from a half-closed closet door or of the
monster we believe lies under the bed. Terrors of the imagination run wild at that age. As adults, our fears become more sophisticated, more
grounded in worldly events. They become the death of a loved one, the terminal illness of a small child, the fear of our lives running out of our
control. Horror, by nature, is a personal touch -- an intrusion into our comfort levels. It speaks of the human condition and forcibly reminds us of
how little we actually know and understand. Robert McCammon, one of the founders of HWA, said, Horror fiction upsets apple carts, burns old
buildings, and stampedes the horses; it questions and yearns for answers, and it takes nothing for granted. It s not safe, and it probably rots your
teeth, too. Horror fiction can be a guide through a nightmare world, entered freely and by the reader s own will. And since horror can be many,
many things and go in many, many directions, that guided nightmare ride can shock, educate, illuminate, threaten, shriek, and whisper before it
lets the readers loose. (Twilight Zone Magazine, Oct 1986).
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