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This volume is full of the most fascinating romances of achievement under difficulties, of obscure beginnings and triumphant endings, of stirring
stories of struggles and triumphs. It gives inspiring stories of men and women who have brought great things to pass. It gives numerous examples of
the triumph of mediocrity, showing how those of ordinary ability have succeeded by the use of ordinary means. It shows how invalids and cripples
even have triumphed by perseverance and will over seemingly insuperable difficulties. The book tells how men and women have seized common
occasions and made them great; it tells of those of average ability who have succeeded by the use of ordinary means, by dint of indomitable will
and inflexible purpose. It tells how poverty and hardship have rocked the cradle of the giants of the race. The book points out that most people do
not utilize a large part of their effort because their mental attitude does not correspond with their endeavor, so that although working for one thing,
they are really expecting something else; and it is what we expect that we tend to get. No man can become prosperous while he really expects or
half expects to remain poor, for holding the poverty thought, keeping in touch with poverty-producing conditions, discourages prosperity. Before a
man can lift himself he must lift his thoughts. When we shall have learned to master our thought habits, to keep our minds open to the great divine
inflow of life force, we shall have learned the truths of human endowment, human possibility. The book points out the fact that what is called
success may be failure; that when men love money so much that...
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