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By Ian Shapiro

Princeton University Press, United States, 2007. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English .
Brand New Book. In this captivating yet troubling book, Ian Shapiro offers a searing indictment of
many influential practices in the social sciences and humanities today. Perhaps best known for his
critique of rational choice theory, Shapiro expands his purview here. In discipline after discipline, he
argues, scholars have fallen prey to inward-looking myopia that results from--and perpetuates--a
flight from reality. In the method-driven academic culture we inhabit, argues Shapiro, researchers
too often make display and refinement of their techniques the principal scholarly activity. The result
is that they lose sight of the objects of their study. Pet theories and methodological blinders lead
unwelcome facts to be ignored, sometimes not even perceived. The targets of Shapiro s critique
include the law and economics movement, overzealous formal and statistical modeling, various
reductive theories of human behavior, misguided conceptual analysis in political theory, and the
Cambridge school of intellectual history. As an alternative to all of these, Shapiro makes a
compelling case for problem-driven social research, rooted in a realist philosophy of science and
an antireductionist view of social explanation. In the lucid--if biting--prose for which Shapiro is
renowned, he...
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This is basically the finest publication i actually have go through till now. We have read and i also am confident that i am going to likely to read through
again once more in the foreseeable future. It is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding, once you begin to read the book.
-- Pr of . Adell Lubowitz-- Pr of . Adell Lubowitz

Extensive guide! Its this kind of great read. It is really simplistic but excitement from the 50 percent of your pdf. I am just quickly will get a pleasure of
looking at a composed book.
-- Tom a sa  B ins-- Tom a sa  B ins
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