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The Crucifixion of Jesus Christ: Anatomically Considered, in a Letter Addressed to the Rev. Eli Noyes, D. D. At His Request Rev. Eli Noyes, D. D. Sir. - You
ask me in your letter of the 12th ult., for an Anatomical explanation of the text: - John 19th; 84th, - But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his
side, and forthwith came there out blood and water To this, I now reply: - That blood should flow from such a wound might naturally be expected.
The wound was so large and wide, that Christ aHerwards said to Thomas: Reach hither thy hand and thrust it into my side. Would He have said this,
if the wound- had not been large enough to admit a man s hand! When he said, Behold my hands - the expression is, - 11 Reach hither thy finger.
The Greek word - logke - translated spear - was the Roman lancca, or lance; and every military man had one, - besides other armor. Its length was
generally about half that of the pike, which was from sixteen to eighteen feet, sometimes longer. The lance, therefore, was about eight or nine feet
long, and was sometimes called the half pike. It consisted of a strong, stiL, wooden shaH, or handle, armed at once, or both ends with a sharp
penetrating weapon called the dark, The dart was made before that time - of iron, or brass - long, broad and sharp, with two edges, and pointed at
the end. The lance, of course, could be used, either to cut, or thrust an enemy: and by having two edges, easily penetrated the fleshy parts...
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