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has descended upon the teenage narrator of this classic tale, leaving him estranged from friends, family, and eventually even from nature itself?
although always vivid and animated, the natural splendor of central Italy becomes increasingly harsh and hostile throughout this story. The
protagonist s growing awareness of his own and others? sexuality leads to a series of difficult, confusing encounters that push him even further
within himself. Each small awakening, each intimation of the adult world, with all its alarming ribaldry and vulgarity, drives him further from his
kind. His reluctant journey into the adult world culminates in a seemingly innocent erotic adventure that, when discovered, will possess all the
destructive potential of a natural disaster and at the same time all the potential for rebirth of a new spring.
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