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***** From the introductory. The Flateybook parchment is kept in the Royal Library in Copenhagen, where the writer has repeatedly seen and
carefully examined it. It is one of the most beautiful manuscripts, on parchment, to be found anywhere. It is written by a master of penmanship, and
the initials, as the reader will see, are rare examples of the penman s art. The other manuscript which tells us of the Vinland voyages is the so-called
Hauksbook, giving the story of Thorfin Karlsefne. This equally exquisite parchment is preserved in the so-called Arna-Magnaean collection in
Copenhagen, which is a part of the Copenhagen University Library. The date of this manuscript is not older than 1299, or later than 1334. Hauk
Erlendson died this latter year and there is substantial evidence that the manuscript was written partly by him and partly by his scribes, the
parchment showing at least two other penmanships besides Hauk s, from whom an autograph letter is still preserved. The Hauksbook takes its
name from the powerful and distinguished Norwegian who lived in the early part of the 14th century. His father was Erlend Olafson the Strong, who
had served as lawman and sysselman in Iceland, and whose death occurred about 1312. Hauk s mother was an Icelandic woman. In the year 1295
he was chosen lawman in Iceland, but about 1299 he moved to Norway where he held the office of lawman for a number of years. In 1302 he
became a member of the King s cabinet; in 1304 he was Knighted, and subsequently he made a number of voyages to Iceland on missions for King
Hakon. In 1319 he was one of the...
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