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**xxx Excerpt from Telephone Rates and Values 1. Early Supervision Over Dispensation of Public Necessities. - The subject of commission control of
the corporations whose function is to supply the public with light, power, water, intercommunicating and transportation facilities is one that is
deservedly gaining widespread notoriety. At the time of the inauguration of the commission form of utility regulation, a comparatively few years
ago, there was a reasonable doubt in the public mind as to whether the large expenditures essential to the establishment and maintenance of public
service commissions could, in the long run, be justified. That this doubt has been largely, if not entirely, dispelled will not be questioned by one who
has had the good fortune to live in a community where public utilities are subservient to competent commission control. The regulation of business
enterprises by local or general government is not by any means a new departure, although the present form of commission control originated with
the establishment of the Massachusetts Board of Railway Commissioners in the early 60 s. As early as the thirteenth century the English government
exercised a more or less rigorous supervision over the dispensation of public necessities. Naturally the commodities with which our present
commissions are chiefly concerned - i.e., gas, electric light, telephone and railway service - were non-existent at that time, and the government
confined its activities principally to the regulation of private enterprises supplying the public with foodstuffs, tobacco, ale and kindred commodities.
Curiously enough, these articles are exempt from commission control at present. This is due largely to the fact that the competitive system,
perpetuated in this country by the enactment of the anti-trust laws,...
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