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*****The Mars Exploration Rover (MER) Project at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory developed two golf-cart size robotic vehicles, Spirit and
Opportunity, for geological exploration of designated target areas on the surface of Mars. The primary scientific objective of these missions was the
search for evidence of the presence of water on or near the surface of the planet during its history. Spirit and Opportunity were launched on June
10 and July 7, 2003, with their respective landings scheduled for January 4 and January 25, 2004 (UTC). NASA views the MER missions as particularly
critical because of their scientific importance in the ongoing search for conditions under which life might have existed elsewhere in the solar system,
because of their high level of public interest and because more than half of all prior missions launched to Mars internationally have failed. This
report summarizes the findings and recommendations of the NASA Engineering and Safety Center review of the project.
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